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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' 

The Michigan-Wacker Historic District is located at the northern edge of the rvn e 
& *o River^nlT^d ° f Mlchig “ Avenue and Wacke ^ Drive on the south bank of tte 

o K KLir “ - r , 

streets, and the series of tall buildings that defies the disSct! ^mentioned 

now almost entirely encircled by ne.er buildings. On the north the e" 6 m “1*” 

^hiS na L A 3 h b:^) C1Ub (50 fh"*^ C !: iSan - bel ° w) -d^^VSlel^ild^^VN? 11 

S * 0.3 below.), since the Michigan Square Building (530-50 N Michigan) w h-v, . e 

formerty the northernmost and beyond which Michigan Ave^e was of a dirtefent’cha^cter 

tria^structures^orth * ^ ^ diStriCt * limited by 

Illinois CertJr ll riVer and by the reoent and ^tinning development of 

Illinois Center south of the nver. Very recent structures also bound the district on 

upon^the f” d northwest * ° n bhe south al °"S Wabash, the Michigan-Wacker district borders 
thTcart^ 7r* dl f ferenb entlty “Wle al°ng Michigan it is terminated by 
W 7 » K k a Car0 °, n Riding (230 N. Michigan, No.7 below) and the Bell Building 

the 7 rhar f lgan ’ below) * the southernmost buildings in the group and beyond which 

the character is also decidedly different. 

As might be expected in a district defined by ver? tall office buildings, land 
width' 8 anbaaae andove ™ helraln Sly commercial. Because of the Chicago River and the 

th of both Michigan Avenue and Wacker Drive, however, this intensity does not result 
E Sonth r w a t Ca T n i u\ th x he SOle e:tce P tion of the Chicago Motor Club Building on j 

wrth oLn a s J (N °‘l e -° W e ), / U ° f the EaJOr StruCtures ia «». district ate provided 

with open space sufficient for strong definition. , 

cert ^° U 5“? a district one cannot speak of a street pattern per se, ' 

and E, South Water Street are bi-level thoroughfares, with most of the considerable™ 6 ’ i 

non-commercial motor and virtually all of the pedestrian traffic on the raised, upper 
level and the commercial traffic concentrated on the lower, i.e.” ground level. Wabash 
Avenue exists on ly on the upper level and Rush, E. North Water, Kinzie , Hubbard, and 
rr 1 "? la only oa the lower * The last five, therefore, play almost no visual role in 
the district, since the upper level is the one on which the "streetscape" is produced. 

Of 26 structures within the Michigan-Wacker Historic District — a number which 
includes two bridges and one monument — fourteen are tall buildings, i.e. skyscrapers, 
and of that fourteen, eleven are of significance. Stylistically, most of those eleven 
refer strongly to historic precedent, mainly the Gothic and Baroque (Nos. 2, 3, 9, 11, 12, ! 

1 oelow), while two do so weakly (Nos. 1,15 below) and three (Nos. 6-8) break almost 
completely with traditional detailing in their search for s suitably modern appearance. 

The seven smaller old buildings in the district are all situated in a single block — the I 
00 block of N. Michigan -- and are thoroughly non-descript, except for the Shriner's 
Building (No. 13 below) which is visually almost a part of its northern neighbor (333 N. i 
Michigan Building, h'o .6 below). Three of the four recent buildings in the district i 

are of considerable architectural interest and two of them (Nos. 25, 26 below) are 1 

extremely well-integrated with the older fabric. There are no intrusions in the district, j 
though there are several buildings that add nearly nothing to its character. But since 
these are almost as small in scale as low in quality, they hardly amount to more than 
a minor irritation. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (N B • aTT^ 

rather adventitious.) - B -; bxploration/Settlement significance is secondary and 



a concentration .^rivalled in Chlcfgo or^n ail H Ju£od * area - 

from the actual fact of this concentration^ “ ? ^ ° ? ' , ^ ° ther City - But a P art 
the most important of the group (Nos 1-5 6-9 n beln'^ dU ^ 1 ex ' ellecce it: contains, 
evolution of style from hiftorLal e^le^tic^m ^ It th! h ?' ^ d ° CUXent the 

the Wrigley (1921, 1924) Trihnn. fiacO t*°!> ^ *" le Be ® ln ^ ln S °f the decade — as in 
buildings -V to tTotTs^ S* ° U Cl926) 

Carbide and Carbon (1929(. an d CM*=~. L*— ?! "7 , f. 4 ! the 333 .^.Michigan (1523: 

a tJ h iVr^tio°n f Tf aDd iD 50 5h0rt 

1920’s, but of the implementation of tun fa t nor wholly of the building boom of the 

Plan of Chicag o called for widening f * primarily residential Pine Street. The 

AvenuT'as” a~ bi-level roadway -“hfee^ “hafv^^?; T ° f Michi S aa 

the Michigan Avenue- Bridge on 14 May 1920 ind th * realized with the opening of 

beginning of the ccmmercfal development of North^M* the bridge signalled the 

first, celebrated symptom was the Wriglev Build- Avenue ’ a development whose 

- Chicago affecting tte ea I L t ^ g ' The SeC ° nd faCet of the fiSH °f 

redevelopment of the south bank of thsTchi 0 th ®. old South Water Street Market and 
Wacker Improvement. Agitation for imni f °??° Rl ^ er as a boulevard, the well-known 
itself, but did no bfcome reallv ^ " ° f the ^P^vement began with the Plan 

By 1925, the Market W been ^“miT "" ° f aad Pa ™. 

year the original portion of We -v.- n • miles south of the Loop and the following 
..hat had been ^ the less desirab^^ T ^ * feW Sh ° rt *««. 1919^6, 

became a prized location. The erection of 81, S ° hlcas ° s ce “tral business district 
Almost incidental the MficaLeT^f f ° reS ° ne 
architecture and, to a somewhat lesser deer.. th f Micnigan-Wacker Historic District in 
the most significant sites I, rvi , ® ’ erty planning, is the fact that two of 

of time , if^t Scessa^ly 1 ^^ r e 8 - “* First P<*»t 

Chicago’s first permanent LiC L the Jean Baptiste Point Du Sable Homesite, 

< 4 °1 N. Michigan; -^declared aNatIZi Hist W ? er ? EqUitable Building now stands 
site of the original Fort Dearborn (lBo^]?) 0 ^ ndma * k ° n , 11 ^ 3 976). The other is the 
intersection oAichigan a -uai 

either goes, certainly, without saying. are n0 Vlslble remains of 
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SITES AND STRUCTURES WITHIN THE MICHIGAN-WACKER HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Numbers refer to the accompanying map. 

A. SITES AND STRUCTURES OF PRIMARY SIGNIFICANCE 

1. MEDINAH ATHLETIC CLUB (NOW: SHERATON-CHICAGO HOTEL) 

505 North Michigan Avenue 

1929; Walter W.Ahlschlager, architect 
Height: 45 stories 

2. TRIBUNE BUILDING 

435 North Michigan Avenue 

1925 ; Howells and Hood, architects; Holabird and Roche, engineers 
Height: 38 stories 

The Tribune 3uilding has been one of the best-known buildings in Chicago 
since before its erection, the Howells and Hood design having won the 
international Tribune Competition of 1922. 

Two other structures are on the property and physically attached to the 

architect) on the east, and the former WGN Studio building (1935; Howells, 
Hood, and Fouilhoux, architects) on the north. 

3 . WRIGLSY BUILDING AND ANNEX 
400 North Michigan Avenue 

1921, 1924 (Annex); Graham, Anderson, Probst, and White, architects 
Height: 17 stories plus tower and 19 stories (Annex) 

The Wrigley Building is the first in point of time of the skyscrapers on 
North Michigan Avenue and the initial step in the commercial development 
of the avenue north of the Chicago River. 

4. MICHIGAN AVENUE BRIDGE AND BRIDGEHCUSE 

Midhigan Avenue at the Chicago River (365 North Michigan Avenue) 

Opened 14 May 1920; William A. Mulcahy, chief engineer of construction; 

Edward H. Bennett, architect 

The Michigan Avenue Bridge is the first double-leaf bascule spin ever 
erected and became the prototype for innumerable others in Chicago and 
elsewhre. The opening of the Michigan Avenue Bridge was also one of the 
most significant events in the history of the city's central area, providing 
the incentive for the redevelopment of Michigan Avenue north of Randolph 
Street — a redevelopment that has not yet ended. 

5. SITS OF FORT DEARBORN 

Intersection of Michigan Avenue and Wacker Drive (approximate) 

1803-12 
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6 . 333 NORTH MICHIGAN BUILDING 
333 North Michigan Avenue 

1928; Holabird and Root, architects 
Height: 35 stories 

7 . CARBIDE AND CARBON BUILDING 
230 North Michigan Avenue 

1929; Burnham Brothers, architects 
Height: 40 stories 



CHICAGO MOTOR CLUB BUILDING 
66 East South Water 

1529 ; Holabird and Root, architects 
Height: 17 stories 



NORTH AMERICAN LIFE INSURANCE BUILDING) 



PURS OIL BUILDING (NOW: 
gBerOiaver^'nfDrnRelberg, architects; Thielbar and Fugard, associates 
Height: 24 stories 



10. GEORGE WASHINGTON, ROBER' 

Heald Square „ 

Dedicated 15 December 19^1; Dorado Taft, 



MORRIS AND HAYM SALOMON MEMORIAL 



sculptor 



th e e datfof^do^ft-: ££ The'work^wafT completed by Taft ■ T^soTte , 
Leonard Crunelle. 

11. MATHER TOWER (NOW: LINCOLN TOWER BUILDING) 

75 East Wacker Drive 

1928 ; Herbert H. Riddle, architect 
Height: 24 stories 

12. LONDON GUARANTEE AND ACCIDENT BUILDING (NOW: STONE CONTAINER BUILDING) 

36 O North Michigan Avenue 

1923; Alfred S. Alschuler, architect 
Height: 21 stories 



B. STRUCTURES OF SECONDARY SIGNIFICANCE 

13. (SHRINERS 1 ) BUILDING 
323 North Michigan 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: 3 stories 
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B STRUCTURES OF SECONDARY SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) 

' l4 . BELL BUILDING (NOW: OLD REPUBLIC BUILDING) 

307 North Michigan Avenue 

1925; Vitzthum and Burns, architect 

Height: 24 stories 

15. MILLINERY MART 

65 East South Water 

1928; Rissman and Hirschfield, arc .e 
Height: 25 stories 

16. WABASH AVENUE BRIDGE 

Wabash Avenue at Chicago River design; Clarence S. Rowe, engineer 

1930; Donald N. Becker, engineer of bridge design, 
of bridge construction. 

The bridge received ^e Ar^ualJward^ A) of 

of Steel Construction ao 

1930. 



C. OLDER STRUCTURES OF LITTLE OR NO SIGNIFICANCE 

17. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

336 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: 3 stories 

18. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

334 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: 3 stories 

19. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

326 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: 3 stories 

20. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

316 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: 3 stories 
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C. OLDER STRUCTURES OF LITTLE OR NO SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) _ 

21. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

310 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: under 5 stories 

22. COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

300 North Michigan Avenue 
Date and architect unknown 
Height: under 5 stories 

23. D.B.FISK AND COMPANY BUILDING (NOW: OXFORD HOUSE HOTEL) 

225 North Wabash 

1912; George L. Harvey, architect 
Height: 13 stories 

The original design was altered beyond recognition at some point after 19^9 • 



D. RECENT STRUCTURES OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST 

24. EQUITABLE BUILDING 

401 North Michigan Avenue . . 

1965; Skidmore, Cwings, and Merrill; and Alfred Shaw and Associates, architects 

Height: 40 stories 

The Equitable Building also marks the site of the Jean Baptiste Point 
DuSable Home, Chicago's first permanent residence ana a National Historic 
Landmark (11 May 1976). The site is not cited among those o. primary 
significance — which it obviously is — only to avoid confusion between 
it and the extant structure. 



25. EXECUTIVE HOUSE 

71 East Wacker Drive 

I960; Milton M. Schwartz and Associates, architects 
Height: over 32 stories 

26. SEVENTEENTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST 
55 East Wacker Drive 

1968; Harry M. Weese and Associates, architects 



E. RECENT STRUCTURES OF LITTLE OR NO INTEREST 

27. PARKING GARAGE 

57 East South Water 
Date and Architect unknown 



H31major bibliographical references 
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Siegel Arthur, ed., Chicago's Famous Buildings,, 2nd Edition, Chicago, 1969- 
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435, and 505 N. Michigan; 57, 65 , and 66 E. South Water; 225 N. Wabash; and 35, 55, 
71, and 75 East Wacker. 



GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ITEM NUMBER 10 

505 N. Michigan whichever is farther south, W on this to Michigan, S on Michigan to the 
N line of 400 N. Michigan, W on this to Kush, S on Rush to the north bank of the 
Chicago River, SW on the north bank of the Chicago River to a point five feet SW of the 
Wabash Avenue Bridge and/or Bridgehouse, S from this point parallel to the Bridge to 
the south bank of the Chicago River, SW on the south bank of the Chicago River to the 
extension of the W line of 35 E.VJacker, S on this extension and the line itself to 
Haddock Place, E on Haddock Place to Garland Court, N on Garland Court to the S line 
of 230 N. Michigan, E on this line to Michigan and then N on Michigan to the point of 
beginning* 

N.B.: Boundary segments on Streets and alleys follow the mid-line of those streets and 
alleys unless otherwise indicated. 
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